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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Limping- owner suspects right front leg, no response to NSAID'S or pain meds. Unable to pinpoint 
any specific painful area on exam- no limping noted in office, but patient was excited. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        no lameness was appreciated prior to CT 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE CERVICAL SPINE, SHOULDERS, & ELBOWS 
 
Plain and post contrast studies of the shoulders and cervical spine, post contrast study only of the 
elbows available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Cervical Spine 
 
Number, alignment, and anatomy of the cervical vertebrae present within normal limits. No 
evidence of disc hernia, compressive, or other structural myelopathy is seen. 
 
The craniocervical junction presents within normal limits. 
 
The intervertebral disc spaces are of even width. 
 
The brachial plexuses did not reveal structural pathology. 
 
Shoulders 
 
Both shoulder joints present within normal limits. No evidence of osteoarthritis, subchondral 
bone defects, or aggressive bone lesions is seen. 
 
There appears to be mild atrophy of the musculature in the right front limb. 
 
Elbows 
 
Both elbows present within normal limits. There is no evidence of medial coronoid pathology, 
subchondral bone defects, significant joint incongruity, or osteoarthritis. 
 
The flexor and extensor entheses present within normal limits. 
 
Both carpal joints and all metacarpophalangeal joints of both front limbs present within normal 
limits as well. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild generalized atrophy of the right front limb musculature of undetermined origin. 

• Structurally normal CT study of the cervical spine, shoulders, elbows, carpi, and  

metacarpophalangeal joints. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

PATIENT 

Spencer Berry 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Australian Shepherd 

SEX 

Female Spayed 

AGE 

9 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Mobile Pet Imaging 
CFL 

REFERRING VET 

Meaux 

  INVOICE 

47151 

DATE 

8-26-21 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The underlying cause of the patient’s clinical signs remains unclear. The finding of mild atrophy of 
the right front limb musculature supports the suspicion of a right sided pathology yet the CT 
study of the cervical spine, shoulders, elbows, and carpi was within normal limits. Soft tissue 
trauma or inflammation including rotator cuff and biceps injury cannot be ruled out as well as 
cervical myelopathies or neuropathies, which in part may be occult on CT. 
 

 
 

 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


