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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
6yr old field trial competitor with intermittent lameness on LF. Sore to palpation of medial aspect 
of elbow and lamer after elbow flexion. Became acutely lame 2 weeks ago w/improvement in 5-7 
days of rest and carprofen. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LEFT ELBOW 
 
Mediolateral views of the left elbow in maximum and moderate flexion plus 2 oblique 
craniocaudal views of the left elbow available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Mild radioulnar step formation is noted. There is mild cranial contour blurring of the proximal 
part of the medial coronoid process. No subtrochlear notch sclerosis of the ulna is noted.  
 
There is a thin and smooth double contour of the radial head. No periarticular osteophytes are 
seen.  
 
The subchondral bone of the lateral and medial humeral condyles appears to be smooth and 
intact. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild cranial contour blurring of the medial coronoid process in the left elbow with no evidence  

of osteoarthritic changes. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The contour blurring of the medial coronoid process is mild and may represent an anatomic 
variant. Medial coronoid pathology cannot be ruled out entirely. However, elbows affected by 
medial coronoid pathology usually present secondary osteoarthritic changes at this or similar 
age. Lameness of other origin should be considered a potential. However, a CT study of the 
elbows could be considered in order to rule out medial coronoid pathology with greater 
sensitivity.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


