
 

 

PATIENT 

Charlie Weksler 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Shih Tzu 

SEX 

Female/sp 

AGE 

9 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

New Bridge 
Veterinary Practice 

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Abina Glennon 

  INVOICE 

53487 

DATE 

8-16-22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Lethargic, just not right bloods pending, possible collapsing trachea, coughs, and hacks when 
excited 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        all WNL bloods pending 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN 
 
Single right lateral whole body view available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax 
 
The patient is obese. 
 
Mild flattening of the intrathoracic pre-cardial trachea is seen.  
 
There is mild generalized cardiomegaly with a vertebral heart score of 10.6. No evidence of a 
vascular lung pattern or pulmonary edema is seen. 
 
The lung and bronchial tree present within age related normal limits. 
 
No evidence of abnormal mediastinal widening is noted. 
 
Abdomen 
 
The abdominal serosal detail is maintained. 
 
The liver is slightly small in size. 
 
The stomach presents mild gastric aerophagia. 
 
Mild generalized dilation of the small intestine with no evidence of mechanical ileus is seen.  
 
There is a moderate amount of highly inspissated fecal matter within the descending colon. No 
evidence of dilation of the colon is noted. 
 
The urinary bladder is severely distended. No abnormal opacities are seen within the urinary 
bladder. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild generalized cardiomegaly. 

• Mild intrathoracic tracheal collapse. 

• Mild microhepatica. 

• Aerophagia. 

• Suspect functional small intestinal ileus. 

• Coprostasis. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The changes of the trachea suggest potential for dynamic tracheal disease. Mild collapse of the 
intrathoracic pre-cardial trachea is seen during the radiographic exposure. Mild nonspecific 
generalized enlargement of the cardiac silhouette is present which may indicate cardiopathy but 
may also be associated with anemia, bradycardia, fever, or diastolic exposure.  
 
The mild microhepatica is likely to represent an anatomic variant. Fibrosis and portosystemic 
shunt cannot be ruled out as differential diagnoses.  
 
Consider potential for functional small intestinal ileus. Further definition by means of abdominal 
ultrasound is recommended in case of pertinent clinical signs. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


