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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Intermittent honking cough for several months. Became noticeably more frequent about a month ago. 
Previously occurred only with exercise or excitement - now happens when at rest too. Somewhat 
lethargic when coughing is bad. E/D normally.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Easily elicited dry honking cough. No abnormal cardiac or 
lung sounds. Overweight. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Right lateral and dorsoventral views provided for review. The dorsoventral view is right/left flipped. 
Human body parts are seen in the primary beam. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The patient is mildly obese.  
 
The degree of pulmonary inflation is fair. A mild generalized bronchointerstitial lung pattern is seen and 
considered within age related normal limits.  
 
There appears to be mild left atrial tenting with loss of the caudal cardiac waist. Vertebral heart score 
is 10.7.  
 
Mild subnormal dilation of the pulmonary arteries and veins appears to be present in the cranial lung 
lobes.  
 
There is no evidence of tracheal collapse in the right lateral view. Course and width of the trachea are 
considered within normal limits. 
 
Mild esophageal aerophagia is noted, which is considered incidental.  
 
No evidence of mediastinal widening. 
 
There is mild gastric aerophagia. 
 
Moderate spondylosis is present at T9/10.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild left-sided cardiomegaly with presumed mild left atrial enlargement, no evidence of 
congestive heart failure 

• Normal age related lung and bronchial tree 
• Mild aerophagia 
• Spondylosis T9/10 (incidental finding) 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Despite the clinical history of the patient suggesting potential for tracheal collapse or other upper 
airway pathology, no evidence of collapse was noted during the radiographic exposure, which does 
not rule out dynamic collapse of the trachea. Clinical correlation is warranted. Mild left atrial 
enlargement appears to be present without any evidence of congestive heart failure. Correlate with 
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clinical auscultation. The clinical significance of the mild left-sided cardiomegaly is questionable. 
However, if a more detailed assessment is of interest, a full cardiac echo would be ideal in this patient, 
even though there appears to be no correlation between the mild radiographic changes of the cardiac 
silhouette and the clinical signs as described in the clinical history of the patient. 
 

 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


