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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Decrease in appetite and lethargic. Icterus and cholecystitis 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review. 
 
The study is right/left flipped. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Moderate generalized extra- and intra- hepatic biliary duct dilation is noted. The liver presents 
mild generalized enlargement. 
 
The gallbladder is moderately distended with uniformly fluid attenuating material. The common 
bile duct presents moderate generalized dilation at 7mm diameter. 
 
The pancreatic duct is dilated at 3mm diameter. The pancreatic ducts of 2nd and 3rd order can be 
seen being dilated as well. The major and accessory duodenal papilla present no evidence of a 
mass lesion or foreign material.   
 
The stomach and small intestinal wall presents within normal limits.  
 
No evidence of abdominal lymphadenomegaly is noted. 
 
The kidneys and adrenal glands present within normal limits. 
 
A small cystic structure is seen within the ventrocranial urinary bladder wall. 
 
Moderate degenerative lumbosacral stenosis with mild step formation, disc protrusion, and 
spondylosis deformans is noted.  
 
Moderate osteoarthritic changes within the right coxofemoral joint are noted. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Hepatopathy with dilation of the intra- and extra- hepatic biliary system. 

• No evidence of obstruction at the duodenal papilla. 

• Pancreatitis with pancreatic duct dilation. 

• Small cystic structure in the cranial vertex of the urinary bladder wall. 

• Degenerative lumbosacral stenosis. 

• Moderate right sided coxofemoral joint osteoarthritis. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT findings are highly suggestive for cholangiohepatitis with moderate to severe intra- and 
extra- hepatic biliary duct dilation as well as pancreatic duct dilation and concurrent pancreatitis.  
 
The CT study does not reveal evidence of obstructive pathology at the duodenal papilla even 
though mucus plugging, or hemo-plugging cannot be ruled out entirely. 
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The small cystic structure in the cranial vertex of the urinary bladder is likely to represent an 
incidental finding such as urinary bladder wall cyst, small urachal remnant, cystic hyperplasia, or 
cystic polyp. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


