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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason for Visit: V/D History: 2 DAYS AGO P VOMITTED UNDIGESTED FOOD 8 HOURS 
AFTER BREAKFAST THEN AGAIN AROUND 3AM AFTER EATING DINNER O NOTICED GRASS 
IN VOMIT. YESTERDAY P VOMITED 6 HOURS AFTER BREAKFAST O BEEN FEEDING 
CHICKEN AND RICE. DIARRHEA BEGAN THIS AM WITH MUCOUS. APPETITE IS STILL 
NORMAL HAS NOT THROWN UP YET TODAY. P WAS SEEN OVER A WEEK AGO FOR GRAPE 
INGESTION. Grape ingestion 8 days ago, normal cbc/chem/ua day of Gave bones and some new 
treat last Thursday, vomiting started next day (Friday 7/29). Is eating well, no vomiting since 
yesterday am but having watery diarrhea  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Physical Examination Key -- (N= Normal, A= Abnormal) 
Hydration: N Mentation: N EENT: N Oral Cavity: N Lymph Nodes: N Skin: N CV/Respiratory: N 
Abd/GI: fluid filled colon, not painful, no palpable FB Rectal - watery brown diarrhea 
Uro/Perineum: N Musculoskeletal: N Neurological: N Fecal: Diagnostic Testing Needed: 
CBC/Chem - WNL Ab Rads Declined Diagnostics/Treatments: 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views of the abdomen totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted.  The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 
 
The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 
 
The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 
 
The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  The 
splenic body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 
 
Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity.  The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position.  No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and 
lower urinary tract. 
 
The stomach is postprandial. 
 
The small intestinal loops are evenly distributed throughout the mid abdomen. Part of the small 
intestine is mildly turgid in appearance and presents a segmental gas pattern with no evidence of 
abnormal dilation, plication, or foreign material.  
 
The colon is mostly empty which is compatible with the history of diarrhea. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Intestinal maldigestion pattern – no evidence of mechanical ileus. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic findings are compatible with the history of diarrhea and suggest functional 
ileus. There is no evidence of mechanical ileus noted radiographically. Further definition would be 
indicated in case of persisting or deteriorating clinical signs only, based on the radiographic 
impression.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


