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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Flirt is a 10 year old Border Jack SF athletic dog. On 7/15/2023 she was doing agility when a 
Golden Retriever "slammed" into her in the ring. There was no visible lameness following this 
incident. On her next run she completed all her jumps and tasks but did not want to go over a 
frame where injury had occurred. The next day she went into the ring and seemed to splay 
out/fall down. After that she was non weightbearing on the right rear leg. She was seen by her 
primary care veterinarian who did x-rays of the pelvis and stifle joints an dtold owner that they 
were normal but she reacted to palpation on iliopsoas so it was determined this was a recurrence 
of previous psoas injury. She is on carprofen and gabapentin. 

 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE BILATERAL STIFLES & ILIOPSOAS 
 
Limited Study. 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Left Stifle 
 
No abnormal effusion is seen within the supra- and infra patellar area.  There is no evidence of 
synovial or capsular thickening or proliferation.  The cranial cruciate ligament appears to be 
continuous and well-delineated, no deviation from normal echoarchitecture is noted.  Lateral and 
medial menisci are within their anticipated positions and align well below the bone surfaces, 
meniscal surfaces are even and smooth.  The echotexture is hypo echoic and uniform.  The joint 
margins are smooth, no osteophytes are seen.  The infra patellar fat pad present, the expected 
echo architecture. 
 
Right Stifle 
 
No abnormal effusion is seen within the supra- and infra patellar area.  There is no evidence of 
synovial or capsular thickening or proliferation.  The cranial cruciate ligament appears to be 
continuous and well-delineated, no deviation from normal echoarchitecture is noted.  Lateral and 
medial menisci are within their anticipated positions and align well below the bone surfaces, 
meniscal surfaces are even and smooth.  The echotexture is hypo echoic and uniform.  The joint 
margins are smooth, no osteophytes are seen.  The infra patellar fat pad present, the expected 
echo architecture. 
 
Bilateral Iliopsoas 
 
The right and left iliopsoas muscles present within normal limits. The fascial planes are smoothly 
delineated. The muscles present uniformly hypoechoic with hyperechoic well delineated muscle 
fibers.  
 
The musculotendinous junction and the tendinous attachment to the lesser trochanter of the 
femur of the psoas major tendons are not part of this study. 

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal age related ultrasonographic presentation of the stifle joints with no evidence of  

cruciate ligament injury or meniscopathy.  
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• Normal ultrasonographic presentation of the psoas major muscle in both hind limbs.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The ultrasonographic study does not reveal evidence of cruciate ligament injury or meniscopathy 
in the right or left hind limb. The ultrasonographic presentation of the stifle joints is within age 
related normal limits.  
 
The muscular portion of the psoas major presents within normal limits in both limbs. The tendon 
and its attachment to the lesser trochanter of the femur are not included and injury from the level 
of the musculotendinous junction up to tendinous insertion to the femur cannot be ruled out. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
info@sonopath.com  
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