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Veterinary Clinic 

REFERRING VET 
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59141 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
P is 4 yr old obese frenchie, hx of bilateral cruciate dz, p has had hemilaminectomy about 7 mo 
ago, we have been doing rehab/conditioning for about 6 mo to increase muscle strength while 
protecting the stifles. We are taking these U/S images prior to doing Spryng and HA injections in 
both stifles. P currently on Proin, Gabapentin, and Apoquel.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Thyroid normal. No other BW done recently.  

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Right Stifle 
 
Mild periarticular osteophytes are seen in the femoral patella and femoral tibial joint margins. 
There is a mild amount of anechoic effusion within the supra- and infra-patellar recesses of the 
right stifle joint. Mild swelling of the visible synovial lining is seen. The cranial cruciate ligament 
presents continuous with mild diffuse swelling. The medial meniscus is in situ, smoothly 
delineated, and of uniform internal echoarchitecture. 
 
Left Stifle 
 
Mild periarticular osteophytes are seen in the femoral patella and femoral tibial joint margins. 
There is a mild amount of anechoic effusion within the supra- and infra-patellar recesses of the 
left stifle joint. Mild swelling of the visible synovial lining is seen. The cranial cruciate ligament 
presents continuous with mild diffuse swelling. The medial meniscus is in situ, smoothly 
delineated, and of uniform internal echoarchitecture. 

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild osteoarthritis of both stifle joints with mild signs of cruciate ligament pathology. 

• No evidence of meniscopathy.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The ultrasonographic findings support the presence of edema or early partial rupture of the 
cranial cruciate ligament within both stifle joints. No evidence of full rupture is seen. There is no 
evidence of concurrent meniscopathy. The osteoarthritic changes and degree of effusion are 
considered mild in both stifle joints at this point.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
info@sonopath.com  
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