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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
P got into a tussle with cat at home. O able to pull pets apart. Initially P just slightly limping on R 
fore and has progressively gotten worse. Never witnessed a full on bite nor found over wounds, 
but difficult to know for sure.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Grade 3-4 lame R fore with mild-moderate amount of 
firm swelling around R elbow. Fluctuant pocket also present laterally and IH cytology showed 
proteinaceous debris and WBC, did not see any bacteria (fluid appeared clear when aspirated). P 
painful on palpation, flexion and extension of R elbow. BW: ALP 144 H, Chol 358 H, WBC 22.9 H, 
Neut 20610 H, Mono 916 H, trace protein in urine 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOWS 
 
Mediolateral and craniocaudal views of both elbows totaling 3 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

 
Periarticular soft tissue swelling is seen lateral, caudal, and distal to the right elbow. Joint 
involvement is not overtly noted. There is no evidence of subchondral bone defects or other 
erosive changes associated with the bones of the right elbow. 
 
Blurring of the cranial contour of the medial coronoid process is seen in both elbows. There also is 
an osteophyte on the proximal contour of the anconeus process in both elbows.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Periarticular soft tissue swelling laterocaudal to the right elbow. 

• Bilateral medial coronoid pathology with mild elbow osteoarthritis. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study confirms presence of periarticular soft tissue swelling lateral, caudal, and 
slightly distal to the right elbow. The imaging findings are unspecific and may represent abscess, 
granuloma, hematoma, and less likely cyst or neoplasia. Further definition by means of repeated 
sampling could be discussed versus surgical exploration with the history of potential bite injury.  
 
There are radiographic signs of medial coronoid pathology and mild osteoarthritis in both elbows, 
which are unlikely to be related to the reason of the current clinical presentation.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


