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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Presents for right aural pruritus and head shaking for several days. 
- No observed aural discharge 
- Eating and drinking normally 
- No vomiting or diarrhea 
- No current medications; last steroid administered February 2026 
Pending cytology 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain study available for review.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The epithelial lining of the right and left external auditory meatuses presents moderate generalized 
thickening with mineral attenuating foci. Mineralizations are seen at the base of the pinna and 
thickening of the pinna is noted as well (partially included in the field of view). There is no evidence of 
obstructive material, foreign material, or a soft tissue mass. The tympanic bullae are normal in 
appearance bilaterally with no evidence of fluid accumulation, osseous lysis, or osteoproliferation. The 
petrous temporal bone and inner ear structures are unremarkable. No evidence of destructive bone 
change or aggressive process is seen. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Moderate chronic right sided otitis externa. 
• Mild left sided otitis externa. 
• Focal soft tissue thickening with mineralization at the base of the right pinna most consistent 

with chronic dystrophic mineralization changes. 
• No evidence of otitis media or middle ear involvement.  
• No evidence of a mass or aggressive osseous process detected. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings are compatible with chronic bilateral otitis externa. The changes are more advanced 
on the right side. Concurrent thickening of the pinna with presumed dystrophic mineralization is seen 
at the base of the right pinna compatible with chronic inflammatory changes. The presence of aural 
hematoma should be ruled out by clinical correlation. Correlate with otoscopic examination and 
cytology. Consider medical management guided by cytology results. Evaluation is recommended if 
clinical signs persist or progress despite therapy.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  
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