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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

TPLO LH 1/26. Acute lameness. Eval meniscus 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        WNL 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Left Stifle 

The patient has a history of CCL injury and TPLO in January 2026. 

Moderate anechoic joint effusion and synovial thickening are present within the left stifle joint. 
Moderate periarticular osteophytes are seen.  

Residual remnants of the CCL are identified and rounded as well as surrounded by a halo of anechoic 
effusion. 

Ultrasonographic access to the medial meniscus is partially limited by acoustic shadowing artifact 
associated with the TPLO plate. Within the visible portion of the medial meniscus, a vertical 
hypoechoic linear defect is identified suspicious for meniscal tear. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Moderate left stifle synovitis, joint effusion, and osteoarthritis. Status post-TPLO after CCL 
injury. 

• Ultrasonographic findings supportive of medial meniscal tear. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The identified vertical hypoechoic defect within the medial meniscus is strongly concerning for 
meniscal tear. This is one of the most common ultrasonographic presentations of bucket handle tear 
which can occur as a complication of CCL disease. Clinical correlation is recommended. Arthroscopic/ 
surgical revision of the of the joint and meniscus can be considered. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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