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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Outdoor pet, presented for not doing well, not putting much weight on Left rear limb. Tx'd w 
antibiotics and NSAID's which helped but now symptoms returned.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Swollen Left hock, popliteal lymph node 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE TARSAL JOINTS 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Moderate articular swelling of the left tibiotarsal joint is seen. The synovium of the left tibiotarsal joint 
presents moderate generalized thickening with increased contrast enhancement. The plantar and 
dorsal joint recesses are moderately distended and filled with fluid attenuating contrast negative 
material.  
 
At this point, no evidence of subchondral bone erosion is seen. There is no evidence of traumatic 
osseous injury, articular luxation, or subluxation. The tarsal bones are in situ and intact.  
 
Mild intertarsal joint effusion is present. 
 
The left popliteal lymph node presents moderate symmetric enlargement and measures 2 x 1 cm. Mild 
nonuniform contrast enhancement is noted. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Nonerosive arthropathy of the left tibiotarsal and intertarsal joint with extensive articular 

effusion. 

• Moderate left popliteal lymphadenomegaly. 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Differential diagnosis includes arthritis such as sterile or septic and less likely traumatic joint effusion. 
Further definition by means of aspiration and analysis of the left tibiotarsal joint synovia is strongly 
recommended if not performed already. Moreover, fine needle aspiration of the left popliteal lymph 
node should be considered. The lymph node changes are likely to represent reactive or suppurative 
lymphadenitis. Infiltrative disease is thought unlikely.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com  
 

  
 
 

 


