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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History: P IS A 15YR OLD F/S CHIHUAHUA PRESENTING TODAY FOR GENERAL EXAM. O 
STATES P TEETH VERY BAD BUT DOES NOT WANT TO DO ANESTHETIC DENTAL DUE TO P 
AGE IS CONCERNED ABOUT INFECTION AND POSSIBLY ANTIBIOTICS. P SLOWING DOWN 
A BIT AND COUGHS ALOT. OTHER THAN GETTING ANAL GLAND EXPRESSION P HAS NOT 
SEEN A VET IN LONG TIME. NO OTHER PROBLEMS/CONCERNS.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CV/Respiratory: Normal heart rate and rhythm, no 
murmur, pulses strong and synchronous, normal bronchovesicular sounds. EENT: Clear AU. OU: 
lenticular sclerosis. OS: tiny hairless, oink dermal mass on upper lid. No nasal discharge. Mild non-
productive cough on tracheal palpation. Oral cavity: Moderate to severe dental tartar, halitosis 
Musculoskeletal: BCS = 6/9. Ambulatory x 4. Grade 3/4 bilateral MPL. Mild to moderate muscle 
atrophy on rear limbs. Uro/Perineum: No significant lesions Abd/GI: Tense, non-painful. No 
masses or fluid wave palpated Lymph Nodes: No peripheral lymphadenopathy Neurological: 
Alert and appropriate. No significant abnormalities Skin: Good hair coat. No ectoparasites seen 
Mentation: BAR Hydration: N Fecal: Not performed today 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 3 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Mild bilateral shoulder osteoarthritis is noted. 
  
The extrathoracic soft tissues present homogeneous without abnormalities. 
  
The heart is of normal size and shape and there is no evidence of cardiac chamber or vascular 
enlargement.  The pulmonary vasculature is within normal limits. The vertebral heart score is 
10.1 which is within the reference range of 10.5. 
  
The cranial mediastinum presents the expected soft tissue opacity.  The mediastinal width is less 
than twice the width of the vertebral column at the same level.  
  
The trachea is normal in diameter and presents the anticipated course.  The luminal outline of the 
trachea is smooth. 
  
A mild generalized bronchointerstitial lung pattern is noted and evenly distributed throughout 
the lung.  
  
The diaphragm is well delineated with even surface and the expected mild cranial bulging of the 
diaphragmatic cupola. 
 
The stomach is post-prandial. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal age related thorax. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals no evidence of cardiovascular pathology. The radiographic 
presentation of the trachea is considered within normal limits.  
 
The mild bronchointerstitial lung pattern is thought to be within age related normal limits. 
However, radiographic findings of bronchopulmonary disease may lag behind the clinical signs 
and low grade lower airway disease such as eosinophilic bronchopneumopathy or infectious 
bronchitis cannot be ruled out entirely. Further definition by means of airway endoscopy and 
airway sampling might be pursued. A clinical trial of treatment for bronchitis could be considered 
alternatively.  

 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


