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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Acute onset non weight bearing- O reported right front leg, but in clinic noted left front leg  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Intermittent non weight bearing LTL 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE FRONT LIMBS 
 
Mediolateral and craniocaudal views of both shoulders, elbows, and carpi totaling 6 images 
available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The radiographic presentation of all growth plates is within age related normal limits.  
 
The medial coronoid processes are incompletely mineralized which is likely to be in concordance 
with the degree of skeletal maturity.  
 
Short oblique fracture lines are seen within the mid diaphysis of the 2nd right metacarpal bone 
and 3rd and 4th left metacarpal bones with no obvious displacement and only minimal concurrent 
soft tissue swelling.  
 
The metacarpophalangeal joints present within normal limits. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Nondisplaced traumatic metacarpal bone fractures in the right and left front paw involving the  

2nd metacarpal bone in the right and the 3rd and 4th metacarpal bones in the left front paw. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals traumatic osseous injury of both front paws. The 3rd and 4th digits 
are affected by nondisplaced metacarpal bone fractures in the left front paw. The 3rd and 4th 
digits are the carrying digits and narrow clinical monitoring, bandage treatment, or open 
reduction and internal fixation should be discussed. The 2nd digit is affected in the right front paw. 
All fractures appear to be nondisplaced at the time of the radiographic examination. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


