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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Right Forelimb lameness, approx 1 month duration 
• Improves with rest, returns with activity 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Grade 2-3/5 lameness on owner video when getting up 
from rest. No lameness at time of exam. Mild reactivity in Right Bicep on stretch + palpation. No 
supraspinatus pain on right side; mild pain on left side. No elbow, carpal or digit abnormalities or pain 
bilaterally. No neck pain. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Right Shoulder 

Mild to moderate anechoic fluid distension is seen within the bicipital tendon sheath. The biceps 
tendon is of normal echogenicity and fiber pattern with no evidence of tearing or mineralization. The 
bicipital groove is intact, smooth, and regular.  

The supraspinatus tendon average maximum thickness is 6mm which is within expected limits. 
Uniform echotexture, no mineralization, and no evidence of impingement is seen.  

The infraspinatus and teres minor tendons are within normal limits. 

Left Shoulder 

Mild anechoic fluid distension is seen within the bicipital tendon sheath. The biceps tendon is of 
normal echogenicity and fiber pattern with no evidence of tearing or mineralization. The bicipital 
groove is intact, smooth, and regular.  

The supraspinatus tendon average maximum thickness is 6mm which is within expected limits. 
Uniform echotexture, no mineralization, and no evidence of impingement is seen.  

The infraspinatus and teres minor tendons are within normal limits. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Bilateral mild bicipital tendon sheath effusion, slightly more pronounced on the right. 
• No structural tendon tears identified. 
• Rotator cuff within normal limits.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mild fluid distension of both biceps tendon sheaths is seen, slightly more pronounced on the right. No 
significant swelling of the synovial lining, no impingement, no tendon changes, and no alterations of 
the bicipital groove’s bone surface is seen. While mild bicipital tenosynovitis may contribute to 
discomfort, the very subtle ultrasonographic changes suggest a low grade process. Possible alternative 
or additional sources of lameness should be considered since the ultrasonographic findings do not 
appear to suffice to fully explain the clinical lameness of the patient.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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