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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

4/13/26: Straining to defecate. Initially a right-sided rectal mass associated with anal gland was 
suspected. Cytology inconclusive (inflammation). 
Following study today, a large fecal ball was manually removed from rectum. Anal glands were 
unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN & PELVIS 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The liver, spleen, right kidney, and right adrenal gland are not fully included. 

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior.  There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion or 
peritonitis. 

Moderate prostatomegaly with presence of multiple cystic changes is seen. The prostatic measurements 
are approximately 4 x 3.5 x 2.5 cm. 

The left kidney and visualized right kidney present within normal limits for size, shape and organ 
architecture.  After contrast administration, a bilaterally symmetric and uniform nephro- and pyelogram 
is noted.  

The left adrenal gland and visualized right adrenal gland are within normal limits for size, shape and 
organ architecture. 

The visualized liver and spleen present with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating 
parenchyma and homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 

The pancreas is evenly contoured; the pancreatic parenchyma is homogeneous and presents uniform 
contrast enhancement. 

A large, right sided perineal hernia containing fecal material within the herniated perineal cavity is seen 
to the right of the midline. The hernia results in caudal displacement of pelvic contents. 

Moderate rectal dilation is seen consistent with fecal obstipation. No discrete mural or intraluminal mass 
is identified.  

Anal sacs are unremarkable. 

The regional lymph nodes present within normal limits.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Large right sided perineal hernia containing fecal material consistent with clinically significant 
pelvic floor defect. 

• Moderate rectal dilation. 
• Cystic prostatic enlargement. 
• No evidence of anal sac disease or regional lymphadenopathy.  
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INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The clinical signs are most consistent with mechanical defecation disorder secondary to large right 
sided perineal hernia contributing to fecal retention and rectal distension.  

The prostatic enlargement with cystic changes is a common age related finding and suggests presence 
of benign and/or complex prostatic hyperplasia. Prostatitis and prostatic neoplasia can never be ruled 
out entirely but are considered by far less likely.  

Consider surgical repair of the perineal hernia as well as castration and prostatic management, diet, 
and stool regulation.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  
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