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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Presenting Complaint: Maeby presents for left forelimb limping 
Patient History: 
History of allergies 
On preventative medication (Revolution) 
Tick bite several weeks ago 
Licking left paw intermittently for two weeks 
Acute onset lameness this morning upon waking. She was very active this past weekend and hiked 5 
miles. 
Outdoor lifestyle 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOWS & FRONT PAWS 

Mediolateral and craniocaudal views of bilateral elbows and front paws totaling 8 images available for 
review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Elbows 

The elbow joints are within normal limits for age and breed with no evidence of significant 
degenerative joint disease, osteochondritis, incongruity, or medial coronoid pathology. No significant 
articular or periarticular swelling is seen. 

Front Paws 

Mild osteophyte formation is noted at the dorsal aspect of the radiocarpal bone bilaterally.  

Mild periarticular new bone formation consistent with osteophytosis is seen in the 
metacarpophalangeal joints of the 3rd and 4th digit in both front paws. The changes are mild and 
symmetrical.  

No evidence of fracture, luxation, or aggressive bone disease is seen. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal age related elbow radiographs bilaterally.  
• Early/mild bilateral carpal osteoarthritic changes (radiocarpal bone dorsal margin only). 
• Mild bilateral metacarpophalangeal joint osteoarthritis digits 3 & 4. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic changes present mild early degenerative or adaptive joint changes which are bilateral 
and symmetric and low grade is severity. The noted changes are unlikely to fully explain an acute 
onset unilateral lameness. Differential considerations given the acute presentation and minimal 
radiographic findings include soft tissue injury or inflammation, including paw pad or other injury, 
puncture wounds, as well as tick-borne disease. Orthopedic correlation is required.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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