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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Chief complaint: RETURNING PATIENT PRESENTING FOR HALITOSIS, BILATERAL EYE INFECTION, 
LIMPING ON RIGHT HINDLIMB FOR THE PAST 3 WEEKS, BUT STARTING TO RESOLVE (SUSPECT 
TORN ACL, O RESTRICTED WALKING FOR 2 WEEKS). O IS REQUESTING NAD. 
Past medical hx: NAD 8/14/25. 
Current medications: BRAVECTO 
no c/s/v/d 
OBJECTIVE: 
BCS: 5/9 Pain Score: 0/4 MM: pink, moist CRT: <2 secs HYDRATION STATUS: <5% 
bright, alert, responsive 
PHYSICAL EXAM: 
EENT: Normal 
HEART: Normal rate and rhythm 
LUNGS: Normal lung sounds 
ABDOMEN/GI: Normal. Non-painful upon palpation. 
UROGENITAL: Normal. 
MUSCULOSKELETAL: PAIN UPON FLEXION AND EXTENSION OF RIGHT STIFLE. 
INTEGUMENT: Normal. Bright and shiny coat. 
LN: All lymph nodes palpate normally 
NEURO: Normal reflexes and reaction to stimuli 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE STIFLE JOINTS & PELVIS 

Mediolateral views of both stifles and ventrodorsal hip extended view of the pelvis totaling 3 images 
available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Pelvis/Coxofemoral Joints 

The hip joints are within normal limits bilaterally. There is no evidence of hip dysplasia, subluxation, or 
osteoarthritic changes. 

No significant muscle atrophy is seen. 

Stifles 

The right stifle presents mild articular enlargement with mild periarticular osteophyte formation 
accentuating the distal pole of the patella and femoral trochlea. Evidence of cranial thrust of the tibia 
is not seen radiographically at the time of the examination. The subchondral bone surfaces present 
intact and smooth. 

The left stifle presents within normal radiographic limits with no evidence of articular enlargement or 
degenerative changes identified.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild right stifle joint effusion with early osteoarthritis compatible with early or partial cranial 
cruciate ligament disease (most likely). 

• Left stifle: radiographically normal. 
• Pelvis and hip joints: radiographically normal. 
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INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The radiographic findings of the right stifle are supportive of arthropathy with mild degenerative 
changes which are most commonly associated with cranial cruciate ligament pathology with or without 
concurrent meniscal injury. The lack of significant muscle atrophy suggests a rather acute/subacute 
process. Orthopedic correlation is recommended. Consider surgical treatment in case of functional 
failure of the right cranial cruciate ligament.  

 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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