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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
left front leg lameness r/o shoulder OCD vs biceps tendonitis vs elbow dysplasia vs others. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE FRONT LIMBS 
 
Post contrast studies of the carpi, elbows, shoulders, and cervical spine available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Carpi 
 
The carpal bones are in situ. No evidence of traumatic osseous or articular injury and no evidence 
of degenerative joint disease is seen. 
 
Elbows 
 
The medial coronoid processes of both elbows present within normal limits. There is no evidence 
of subchondral bone defects in the elbows. The joint spaces are congruent.  
 
A mild amount of osteophytes is seen on the lateroproximal contour of the anconeus processes in 
the left and right elbow, L>R. 
 
Shoulders 
 
The shoulders present no evidence of osteochondritis or osteoarthritis.  
 
Minimal smooth new bone formation is seen within the intertubercular groove of the biceps 
tendon, R>L. 
 
Cervical Spine 
 
Number, alignment, and general anatomy of the cervical vertebrae present within normal limits. 
There is no evidence of vertebral canal or neuroforaminal stenosis. No evidence of disc 
herniation is seen. 
 
The esophagus is mildly dilated with fluid and gas and related to general anesthesia. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Minimal bilateral elbow osteoarthritis, L>R. 

• Minimal bicipital groove exostosis, R>L. 

• Normal CT findings of the carpi and cervical spine. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT study reveals minimal signs of elbow osteoarthritis in both elbow joints. The changes are 
more pronounced on the left when compared with the right side. No evidence of underlying 
medial coronoid pathology or osteochondritis is seen.  
 
The minimal bicipital groove exostosis is of uncertain clinical significance. The changes are very 
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subtle and more pronounced in the right shoulder when compared with the left side.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


