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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Chronic wheezing and congestion for ~5 months. Not responsive to multiple rounds of antibiotics. No 
nasal discharge appreciated. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Bilateral moderate nasal mucosal thickening and fluid accumulation is present within the nasal cavities. 
There is no evidence of a discrete mass lesion or turbinate destruction. There is no osseous lysis or 
aggressive bone changes. No evidence of foreign material is seen. There is no evidence of dental 
fistulae. Frontal sinus involvement is not noted. 

Mild nasopharyngeal mucosal thickening is present without obstructive mass effect. Nasopharyngeal 
fluid accumulation is present. 

A mild amount of fluid with a meniscus sign is present in the ventral aspect of the right tympanic bulla. 
The left tympanic bulla and external ear canals are unremarkable. 

Mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly is noted. 

Moderate dental disease involving the maxillary premolars 104 and 204 with root resorption and 
alveolar bone loss are seen. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Bilateral chronic rhinitis. 
• Mild right sided otitis media. 
• Mild bilateral reactive retropharyngeal lymphadenopathy. 
• Moderate dental resorptive disease 104 & 204. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The imaging findings are most consistent with chronic inflammatory upper airway disease. No 
evidence of neoplasia or invasive destructive disease is noted. Infectious rhinitis such as viral is a 
possible differential diagnosis. 

Mild unilateral right sided tympanic bulla involvement may reflect extension of chronic inflammatory 
airway disease or incidental otitis media.  

Note the presence of dental disease accentuating the maxillary canine teeth. 

Consider rhinoscopy with targeted biopsy as well as sampling for culture and histopathology of nasal 
mucosa to help guide therapy, especially in refractory cases.  

Dental evaluation and otoscopic workup should be considered as well. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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