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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Chronic right hind limb lameness, recently worsening; reluctant to walk, with increased resting 
respiratory rate on Vet exam on 2/2/26. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE  LUMBAR SPINE, PELVIS, & STIFLES  

Lateral and ventrodorsal views of the lumbar spine, pelvis, and stifles totaling 8 images available for 
review in jpg format. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Lumbar Spine 

Signs of chronic intervertebral disc disease are present at L3/4 including mild narrowing of the 
intervertebral disc space, lateralized and dorsal new bone formation along the vertebral endplates, and 
vertebral endplate sclerosis. These changes are consistent with chronic degenerative disc disease and 
spondylosis formation and could be associated with disc herniation. 

Moderate atrophy of the right hind limb musculature is seen. 

St if les  & Pelvis  

Moderate atrophy of the right hind limb musculature is seen. 

The right stifle joint present moderate articular and periarticular swelling with signs of moderate 
osteoarthritis with periarticular new bone formation accentuating the fabella and joint margins. The 
medial fabella appears bipartite with associated new bone formation. 

The left stifle and coxofemoral joints present within age related normal limits. Normal alignment and 
joint spacing of the pelvis and hip joints is seen with no evidence of fractures, luxation, dysplasia, or 
aggressive bone disease. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Chronic lumbar intervertebral disc disease at L3/4. 
• Moderate right stifle osteoarthritis with periarticular new bone, bipartite medial fabella, and 

chronic degenerative changes. 
• Moderate right hind limb muscle atrophy. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

The radiographic findings are consistent with chronic musculoskeletal disease contributing to right 
hind limb lameness. The osteoarthritis can be associated with CCL disease or other intraarticular 
pathology. Chronic musculotendinopathy of the gastrocnemius muscle appears to be present as well. 
The muscle atrophy further supports chronic discomfort or altered limb use. Clinical correlation with 
orthopedic and neurologic examination to determine the primary source of lameness recommended. 
Advanced imaging such as MRI of the stifle is recommended to further investigate for intraarticular 
pathologies such as CCL disease, meniscal injury, and/or active chronic gastrocnemius 
musculotendinopathy.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele E ley (Ondreka ) , DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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