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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Pre surgical exam. Mass on left side of thorax and lungs and heart evaluation. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views of the thorax totaling 3 images available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Two soft tissue opaque nodules measuring approximately 2.0 cm and 2.5 cm in diameter are seen 
superimposed over the thorax on the left lateral projection. The smaller one is situated in the 3rd 
intercostal space; the larger one is superimposed onto the cardiac silhouette in the 5 th intercostal 
space. The larger, more caudally located opacity is also faintly visible on the right lateral view. The 
more cranial smaller opacity is not seen in the right lateral or orthogonal views. The appearance and 
projectional behavior of these opacities suggests that they are most likely located outside the thoracic 
cavity consistent with cutaneous or subcutaneous masses superimposed over the thorax. No 
additional pulmonary nodules or masses are identified. 

The pulmonary parenchyma is otherwise unremarkable. 

The cardiac silhouette is within normal limits in size and shape. The VHS is approximately 10. 

The trachea and mediastinum are normal in position and appearance. 

There is no evidence of pleural effusion. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Two soft tissue opacities superimposed over the thorax most consistent with extrathoracic 
cutaneous or subcutaneous masses. 

• No radiographic evidence of pulmonary metastatic disease. 
• Normal cardiac silhouette and mediastinum.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

Correlation with the clinical palpation of the thoracic wall is recommended to confirm the 
extrathoracic location of the observed opacities. If further confirmation is desired, the lesions may be 
marked externally with positive contrast media such as barium or metallic marker followed by repeat 
radiographs to demonstrate correspondence between the palpable masses and the radiographic 
opacities. Based on the current study, no thoracic contraindications for surgery are identified. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele E ley (Ondreka ) , DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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