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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• This morning was on her chair, owner noticed her scratching herself, Echo jumped off and 
came to where owner was sitting - was very shaky, wobbly, trying to cuddle up to owner. 
Shook heavily for 2-3 seconds and was panting. This was very similar behavior to an episode 
she had in January. Owner picked her up and she was stiff and shaking. Put her on ground 
and she was walking but stumbling to the right. Collapsed onto right side (fell over - was 
never unconscious or unresponsive) 

• No vomiting but vomited during episode in January. 
• Seemed to recover quickly, shaking continued but seemed back to her normal self within 2 

minutes 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        NAF 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry. The grey and white matter 
distinction and the neuroparenchymal attenuation are as expected. The distribution of contrast 
enhancement is within normal limits throughout the parenchyma and meninges.  The ventricular system 
is non-dilated and within the limits of the expected volume and symmetry.  

Thin and smoothly folded conchae and turbinates with even smooth mucosal lining. The osseous lining 
of the nasal cavities is intact. 

Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone surfaces 
and are considered within normal limits. 

Mild thickening of the epithelial lining of the left external auditory meatus is noted. Both tympanic bullae 
are aerated, the mucosal lining is not seen, the bony wall is smooth and thin. The inner ear structures 
are symmetrical and within normal limits.  

The submandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes are small and elongated with a normal 
short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern is uniform. 

The salivary glands present within normal limits.  

The visible dentition is within normal limits. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild left sided otitis externa. 
• Brain, inner ears, and bullae normal. 
• No acute intracranial pathology detected on CT. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The clinical presentation of brief self-limiting episodes of shaking, stumbling, and collapse in a young 
otherwise healthy dog with normal CT findings may have several etiologies such as paroxysmal 
movement disorder, syncope, vestibular/inner ear disease, hypoglycemia, or other metabolic causes 
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and seizure activity. Clinical monitoring, cardiac evaluation, metabolic testing, and neurologic follow-up 
as well as otitis management can be considered depending on the clinical correlation.  

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  
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