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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason for Visit: CONSTIPATION History: P IS HERE FOR CONSTIPATION , O SAID P WAS 
CONSTIPATED IN OCTOBER LAST YEAR AND P STAYED IN THE HOSPITAL FOR A FEW DAYS 
AND P WAS GIVEN AN ENEMA, SINCE TEUSDAY P BEEN CONSTIPATED, O NOTICED NOT 
HAVING A REGULAR BOWEL MOVEMENT, O BELIVES IT COULD BE BECAUSE OF THE 
SWITCH IN CANNED FOOD, P NORMALLY GETS TUNEA/CHICKEN FLAKES FANCY FEIST 
BUT O WAS UNABLE TO FIND THE FOOD IN STORES OR ONLINE, O GAVE A 
LAXATIVE(METAMUCIL) WED, THURS, FRIDAY, O NOTICED A LITTLE BIT OF BOWEL 
MOVEMENT, P IS STRAINING TO DEFICATE, P ISN'T DRINKING MUCH WATER, O HASN'T 
SEEN MUCH URINE, CHECK IF WE'RE BLOCKED? SPOTS OF BLOOD ON FLOOR??, P IS NO 
LONGER JUMPING ON BED OR CHASING LIGHT LIKE HE USUALLY DOES FOR THE PAST 
WEEK. C/S/V/D: VOMITED TUNA <30MIN AFTER EATING  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Hydration: Appropriately hydrated Mentation: BAR, 
growling, hissing, snapping EENT: No nasal discharge; clear no discharge OU; clean no exudate 
AU; No cough on tracheal palpation. Oral Cavity: No dental tartar present Lymph Nodes: did not 
palpate Skin: Good hair coat, no signs of ectoparasites. No lesions noted. CV/Respiratory: No 
murmur or crackles/wheezing auscultated. Normal bronchovesicular sounds. Abd/GI: Soft 
abdomen - P growling during palpation - P too large to feel colon or bladder consistently 
Uro/Perineum: N Musculoskeletal: Ambulatory x4, no lameness noted. BCS 9/9 Neurological: 
Appropriate 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The patient is obese. 
 
The abdominal serosal detail is good. 
 
The liver, kidneys, and urinary bladder present within the expected limits. 
 
The ascending, transverse, and descending colon contain a large amount of fecal matter which 
appears to be inspissated. No evidence of narrowing of the pelvic canal is noted.  
 
The physeal scars and the proximal femur are prominently seen on both sides. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Constipation of the colon. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals constipation of the colon with a large amount of inspissated fecal 
matter. No evidence of mechanical stenosis of the pelvic canal is seen. Dietary, inflammatory, 
infectious, and behavioral causes are to be considered. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


