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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Increased coughing 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Right and left lateral views of the thorax totaling 2 images available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The degree of pulmonary inflation is fair. 

The VHS is 10.5. The cardiac silhouette presents normal overall shape and contour. Great vessels are 
within normal limits. The pulmonary vessels appear to be within normal limits.  

No focal pulmonary nodules or masses are seen. Mild age related interstitial and bronchial changes are 
present. There is no evidence of mediastinal widening. 

Mild redundancy of the cervical tracheal ligament is noted. The tracheal lumen appears to be patent 
with no collapse at rest. 

No pleural effusion is present. 

There is moderate generalized hepatomegaly and gastric aerophagia. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Normal age related presentation of the lung. 
• Mild tracheal ligament redundancy.  
• Moderate generalized hepatomegaly. 
• Normal radiographic presentation of the cardiac silhouette.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

The mild tracheal ligament redundancy could contribute to intermittent coughing if associated with 
degenerative bronchomalacia and dynamic tracheal disease. Static collapse of the trachea is not seen. 
Clinical correlation is required. 

The presentation of the lung and bronchial tree is within age related normal limits.  

The hepatomegaly may represent degenerative, metabolic, or endocrine hepatopathy. Correlation with 
the laboratory values recommended.  

Consider thoracic follow up or thoracic CT if progressive respiratory signs develop.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referr ing 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that  was not vis ible in the 
image/video clips  provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele E ley (Ondreka ) , DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  

 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

