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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Presented today for acute onset head tilt, ataxia, nystagmus and 
• falling over. Still has appetite but nauseated and did vomit, excess 
• drooling 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Decreased phos 0.85 mmol/L, K 3.1 mmol/L 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The left tympanic bulla is filled with fluid attenuating material and demonstrates mild smooth osseous 
wall thickening consistent with chronic inflammatory change. Adjacent to the left bulla there is mild 
focal meningeal thickening and contrast enhancement suggesting early intracranial extension with 
reactive meningeal inflammation.  

The left retropharyngeal lymph node is mildly enlarged compatible with reactive lymphadenopathy.  

Near complete resorption of the distal root of the tooth 208 is seen associated with focal alveolar 
bone loss. 

The brain parenchyma appears unremarkable with no evidence of intracranial mass effect, 
hemorrhage, hydrocephalous, or other structural abnormality.   

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Chronic left sided otitis media with signs of early intracranial extension and reactive 
meningitis. 

• Mild reactive left retropharyngeal lymphadenopathy. 
• Severe dental disease with root resorption of tooth 208. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The imaging findings are most consistent with chronic left sided otitis media with early intracranial 
extension which may explain the patient’s acute vestibular signs. The mild meningeal enhancement 
likely represents reactive inflammatory changes and does not necessarily indicate intracranial infection 
even though this cannot be completely excluded.  

The retropharyngeal lymph node enlargement is compatible with reactive inflammation. 

The dental lesion affecting tooth 208 represents advanced tooth resorption and can contribute to 
regional inflammatory processes. Correlation with the dental examination is recommended. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  
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