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50204 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
E/D OK Excessive water consumption Urinating everywhere - Possible UTI 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        ALB - 4.6 BUN 35 CRE 2.3 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views of the thorax and ventrodorsal views of the abdomen 
totaling 4 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax 
 
The cranial mediastinum is widened by an elongated soft tissue opacity which reveals border 
effacement with the cranial margin of the cardiac silhouette. 
 
The caudal thoracic esophagus is seen cranial to the diaphragm which is an incidental finding and 
usually indicates that the radiographic exposure has happened while the patient was swallowing. 
 
Abdomen 
 
The urinary bladder is severely distended. No abnormal opacities are seen throughout the 
urinary bladder which, however, is superimposed onto the spine. 
 
The stomach is post-prandial.  
 
The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and evenly distributed throughout the right 
abdomen. 
 
The colon contains a moderate amount of fecal material.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Severely distended urinary bladder. 

• Suspect thymic remnant in the cranial mediastinum. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The urinary bladder is severely distended. Per the clinical history, the patient, however, does not 
appear to suffer from lower urinary tract obstruction. There was no evidence of abnormal 
opacities in the urinary bladder with the limitation that the urinary bladder was superimposed 
onto the spine and a lateral view was not available. Full urinalysis and ultrasound could be 
considered for further definition.  
 
Thymic involution appears to be incomplete which can still be a normal finding at the patient’s 
age. However, radiographic recheck in 8-10 months should be considered. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


