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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason: Adopted 2 weeks ago, lame both hind legs, does not extend knees fully Current meds: 
was on Onsior for 3 days, no improvement  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        VD Pelvis and knees, Lat Right and Left knee medially 
displaced patellas bilateral, thickened left knee; Miniscreen WNL; CBC - WBC = 29000, Lymph = 
15000 UA: not done 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS & STIFLES 
 
Mediolateral views of both stifles and ventrodorsal hip extended view of the pelvis totaling 4 
images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Pelvis 
 
The muscle volume of both hind limbs appears to be relatively low but symmetric.  
 
Mildly reduced femoral head coverage is seen within both coxofemoral joints even though the 
joint spaces are narrow and even. 
 
Stifles 
 
There is bilateral medial luxation of the patella. The left patella appears to be luxated in the 
mediolateral and craniocaudal views. The right patella appears to be luxated in the cranioca uda l 
view only. 
 
Moderate articular swelling of the left stifle joint is seen. No evidence of growth plate injury is 
noted the proximal tibia and fibula.  
 
There is no significant articular swelling of the right stifle joint. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Bilateral medial patella luxation, suspect stationary medial patella luxation of the left stifle  
joint. 

• Articular swelling of the left stifle joint. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals bilateral medial patella luxation. Stationary medial patella 
luxation appears to be present in the left stifle joint which is concurred by a rticular swelling 
representing effusion, synovial swelling, or a combination of these. Significant angular limb 
deformity and significant hip dysplasia do not appear to be the underlying cause of the patella 
luxation and hypoplasia of the trochlea osseous femoris appears to be a likely potential. 
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T he information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


