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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Lameness Right hind limb, painful at the knee. Pigeon toe stance. Previous stifle surgery in Dec. 2020, 
pins were removed sometime later due to lameness.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        No lameness appreciated prior to CT other than the pigeon 
toe stance (Right hind). Negative cranial drawer of both stifles. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE STIFLE JOINTS 
 
Plain and post-contrast studies available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Patient has a history of injury of the right stifle joint. 
 
Deformity with mediolateral elongation of the proximal tibia is noted. There is steeper angulation of 
the right tibial plateau. The slope of the right tibial plateau angle is steeper by 10 degrees compared 
with the left tibia. Mild articular swelling of the right stifle joint is seen. Moderate osseous remodeling 
of the corticomedullary bone is seen in the proximal tibia. No evidence of aggressive osteolytic changes 
or periosteal new bone formation is noted. 
 
The popliteal lymph nodes present within normal limits. 
 
Mild atrophy of the right hind limb musculature is seen. 
 
The coxofemoral joints present within normal limits. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Suspect malunion of the right proximal tibia with steep slope of the right tibial plateau. 

• Articular swelling of the right stifle joint, mild. 

• Disuse atrophy of the right hind limb musculature. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The right tibial plateau presents a steeper slope when compared with the lefthand side which may 
predispose to cranial cruciate ligament pathology. The articular swelling may represent synovial 
swelling, effusion, or a combination of these. Correlation with the clinical palpation is required in 
order to determine the presence of tibial thrust. There is no evidence of infection / osteomyelitis or 
septic arthritis.  
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T he information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
v eterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
im age/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


