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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Dock diving pet- owners noticed decrease in performance. on physical exam, p was painful with 
extension and pronation of hips. tightness and pain in both iliopsaos muscles. radiographs were 
taken 11.2.22, report is attached. 

 
U LTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Bilateral Iliopsoas Muscles 
 
Visible parts of the coxofemoral joints present within normal limits. 
 
The psoas major tendons are incompletely seen. However, the musculotendinous junctions, 
tendinous portions, and the insertion sites to the lesser trochanter of the femur pres ent within 
normal limits in both hind limbs.  
 
The visible musculature presents a uniformly hypoechoic background with regularly spaced 
echogenic muscle fibers.  
 
The fascial planes present even and smooth.  
 
No evidence of echoarchitectural alterations is seen. 

 
U LTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal ultrasonographic findings of the bilateral iliopsoas tendons and coxofemoral joints.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Structural injury of the iliopsoas muscles and psoas major tendons is not detected 
ultrasonographically. Grade 1 microfiber damage cannot be ruled out entirely. However, 
secondary spasm of the muscles due to other pathology in the coxofemoral, lumbosacral region, 
and/or hind limbs should be considered a potential as well as lameness of other origin. 
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T he information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 
 


