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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Palpable mass on the left ventral cervical region. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE CERVICAL SPINE 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

There is a mass of the left thyroid lobe measuring 5 x 3 cm. The mass is strongly contrast enhancing 
with heterogeneous appearance. Irregular internal architecture with regions of variable attenuation is 
seen. Multiple superficial vascular anastomoses are associated with the lesion. The lesion margins are 
ill-defined yet no direct evidence of invasion into adjacent musculature, trachea, esophagus, or carotid 
sheath structures is seen. The regional mass effect causes displacement of the trachea to the right. 
The right thyroid lobe is normal in size, shape, and enhancement.  

Mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly is noted with maintained shape of the lymph nodes. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Left thyroid mass meeting neoplastic criteria. 
• Mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly. 
• Normal CT presentation of the right thyroid lobe. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The imaging features are consistent with a primary thyroid neoplasia. Carcinoma is considered most 
likely. Adenoma is a possible differential diagnosis. Infiltration of the trachea/larynx/esophagus is not 
seen at this point. The mass appears to be resectable. 

The mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymph node enlargement is unspecific and may represent reactive 
change however early metastatic disease cannot be excluded without sampling. FNA of both the left 
and right retropharyngeal lymph node is recommended.  

Thoracic imaging could be considered as well for complete staging if not yet performed.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  

 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

