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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Seen eating a ball. Ate breakfast then vomited it up. Initial xray saw gastric foreign material. 
Emesis induction. Successful. Some remained. Gastrotomy and gastropexy preformed. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Multiple lateral and orthogonal views of the abdomen obtained sequentially over a time span of 8 
hours are available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The initial radiographs do show multiple sharply delineated semicircular structures of up to 6 cm 
length within the stomach. Moderate gastric aerophagia is noted. A mild amount of fluid is 
present in the stomach as well on the initial radiographs.  
 
There is no evidence of radiopaque foreign material within the intestine and no evidence of 
intestinal ileus is seen. 
 
The recheck radiographs do show reduced number but residual foreign material within the 
stomach persistently. The number of foreign material pieces is down to three on the last pre-
surgical radiographs.  
 
The post-surgical study shows moderate pneumoperitoneum with reduced serosal detail and a 
small stomach that shows no evidence of residual foreign material.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Gastric foreign material reduced by induced vomiting and removed completely after celiotomy  

with gastrotomy and gastropexy. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study shows the consecutive removal of foreign material from the stomach by 
means of induced vomiting and then later on by means of celiotomy and gastrotomy. The recheck 
radiographs show no residual radiopaque foreign material within the gastrointestinal tract. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


