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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Sakura presented a few weeks ago with a subcutaneous mass of about 2.43 cm on the right 
side of neck adjacent to the larynx. Thyroid profile (01/26/26) was within normal limits. A 
thyroid adenocarcinoma was diagnosed by FNA cytology with US guided on 2/9/26. Not 
significant findings were found in the bloodwork performed on 2/23/26. CT was requested 
for surgical planning. 

 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        FE: T. 100.7 F , HR 132 , RR Panting , MM pink, CRT < 2 
seg, H/L WNL, mass detected in the right side of neck at level of thyroid gland, enlarged right 
submandibular lymph node or salivary gland. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE NECK 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

A right sided thyroid derived mass measuring approximately 7.5 x 3.0 x 2.5 cm is seen. The mass 
exhibits cavitations, heterogeneous attenuation, and mineralization. Evidence of vascular invasion 
involving the external and internal right jugular veins and right lingual vein is seen. There also is 
invasion of the right retropharyngeal lymph node and early invasion of the right laryngeal soft tissues. 
Lesion margins are ill-defined. Multiple superficial vascular anastomoses are seen. 

The left tympanic bulla is filled with fluid attenuating material.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Large right thyroid mass with features of malignancy, vascular, laryngeal, and lymph node 
involvement present.  

• Left sided otitis media. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT study demonstrates a large aggressive right thyroid mass with cavitation, mineralization, and 
invasion of adjacent vascular structures, retropharyngeal lymph node, and larynx. The lesion is 
consistent with a locally invasive thyroid neoplasia, most likely carcinoma. The invasive nature of the 
mass is likely to limit surgical resectability. Consultation with a surgical oncologic specialist for further 
evaluation and staging can be considered. Thoracic imaging could be considered to assess for potential 
pulmonary metastasis as well. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology.  
info@sonopath.com  

 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

