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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason for Visit: NOT URINATING OR DEFACATING History: Going into litter box but no urine 
or feces present x 6 days. Anorexia though ate last night Took to emergency hospital Monday, 
diagnosed with a UTI, gave antibiotic injection (? convenia) and pain injection. Has seen no 
improvement since. No hematuria, no pollakiuria, unsure if stranguria Per owner had normal 
labwork other than UTI on monday  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Hydration: N Mentation: BAR, resists restraint, no 
signs of aggression just very fearful EENT: N Oral Cavity: mm pm crt 1-2 sec, unable to examine 
teeth Lymph Nodes: N Skin: No skin tent, flaky skin CV/Respiratory: tachycardic Abd/GI: Urinary 
bladder small. Moderately firm compressible stool throughout colon that gets less compressible 
and larger in distal descending colon Uro/Perineum: N Musculoskeletal: BCS 4/9 Neurological: N 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The surrounding bony structures are within normal limits. 
 
No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted.  The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 
 
The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 
 
The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 
 
The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  The 
splenic tail is not seen. 
 
Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity.  The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position.  No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and 
lower urinary tract. 
 
The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 
 
The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen 
within the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 
 
A large amount of inspissated fecal matter is seen within the ascending, transverse, and 
descending colon. No overt dilation of the colon and no evidence of stricture or stenosis is seen. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal radiographic appearance of the urinary bladder. 

• Constipation. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals constipation of the colon accentuating the descending colon. The 
fecal matter is inspissated to the degree of mineral opacity.  
 
No radiographic abnormality of the urinary system was seen even though nonradiopaque calculi, 
cystitis, and other pathology cannot be ruled out entirely by means of radiographs. Further 
definition by means of ultrasound and full urinalysis could be considered should urination not be 
observed continuously.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


