
 

 

PATIENT 

Chloe Fuchs 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Staffordshire Terrier 

SEX 

FS 

AGE 

10 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Boca Park Animal 
Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Spaulding 

  INVOICE 

50499 

DATE 

2-22-22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
limping front limb (appears to be L), pain on L shoulder manipulation; pt also has history of grade 
II murmur, seems stable, last echo in October showed stage B1 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        pain L shoulder manipulation, grade II murmur 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SHOULDERS & THORAX 
 
Mediolateral views of both shoulders and right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views of the thorax 
totaling 5 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Thorax 
 
The patient is obese. 
 
Large amounts of subcutaneous mediastinal and pericardial fat are present. 
 
The vertebral heart score is 10.5. No significant chamber enlargement is seen. The pulmonary 
vasculature presents within normal limits.  
 
The radiographic presentation of the lung and bronchial tree is considered within age related 
normal limits. 
 
Redundancy of the dorsal tracheal ligament of the cervical trachea is seen. There is no evidence 
of abnormal mediastinal widening. 
 
Shoulders 
 
Assessment of the shoulders is limited to the available position and exposure.  
 
No osseous abnormalities are identified, however, the region is subject to low signal to noise 
ratio. 
 
Blurring of the cranial contour of the medial coronoid processes is seen in both elbows 
accompanied by subtrochlear notch sclerosis and moderate periarticular osteophytes. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Radiographically normal thorax. 

• Redundancy of the dorsal tracheal ligament. 

• Radiographically normal shoulders. 

• Bilateral medial coronoid pathology with moderate secondary osteoarthritis.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic presentation of the cardiac silhouette was within normal limits. Consider a full 
cardiac echo for a more detailed assessment.  
 
Redundancy of the dorsal tracheal ligament tends to be an incidental finding. However, it can be 
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associated with dynamic tracheal disease.  
 
The radiographic presentation of the shoulders was within normal limits.  
 
Musculotendinopathy and other soft tissue pathology cannot be ruled out. If this is a primary 
suspicion, consider further workup by means of ultrasound or MRI. 
 
Both elbows reveal signs of medial coronoid pathology with moderate secondary osteoarthritis. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


