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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Reason for Visit: blood in urine History: Lola, a 12 yr old spayed female Maltese presents today 
for blood in urine. O states p has enlarged heart and is on a variety of medications that may cause 
blood in the urine. This began last night and noticed blood on fur after going to the bathroom. O 
stated he took p out recently before coming and the urine looked normal. O emailed records to us 
from cardiologist. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views of the abdomen totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The abdominal serosal detail is maintained.  
 
Gastric aerophagia is noted.  
 
The liver margins are beyond the costal arch but pointed. 
 
The left kidney presents within normal limits. The right kidney is not seen which may be due to 
superimposition with the gastrointestinal tract. 
 
A moderate amount of inspissated fecal matter is seen within the descending colon and rectum.  
 
The urinary bladder is mildly distended. No abnormal opacities are seen within the urinary 
bladder.  
 
There is no evidence of sublumbar lymphadenomegaly. 
 
Left atrial tenting is noted and indicates presence of left atrial enlargement.  
 
Patient has a history of TPLO. Mild osteoarthritic changes of the affected stifle are seen. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Normal radiographic presentation of the urinary bladder. 

• Mild constipation.  

• No evidence of sublumbar lymphadenomegaly. 

• Left atrial enlargement. 

• Aerophagia. 

• History of TPLO and stifle osteoarthritis.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The urinary bladder presents within normal limits. Urinary tract infection, neoplasia, and other 
pathology remains a potential. Further definition by means of ultrasound and urinalysis is 
recommended if not performed already.  
 
The collimated part of the cardiac silhouette presents left atrial enlargement. Myxomatous mitral 
valve degeneration with mitral valve regurgitation should be considered a potential to correlate 
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with the results of the echocardiogram. 
 

 
 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


