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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Surgery consult for anal gland mass 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE PELVIS 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
A 3 cm sized ill-defined heterogeneously enhancing ovoid soft tissue attenuating mass is seen 
expanding the right anal sac. The left anal sac presents within normal limits. 
 
The medial iliac lymph nodes present within normal limits. 
 
Single right hypogastric lymphadenomegaly measuring 15 x 10mm is seen. The left hypogastric 
and the sacral lymph nodes present within normal limits. 
 
Moderate lumbosacral disc protrusion with mild spondylosis deformans is seen. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Soft tissue mass of the right anal sac meeting neoplastic criteria.  

• Mild right hypogastric lymphadenomegaly. 

• Moderate degenerative lumbosacral stenosis. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT study reveals an ill-defined soft tissue mass of the right anal sac and is highly suggestive 
for a carcinoma of the apocrine glands of the right anal sac. Other carcinoma and other soft tissue 
neoplasia cannot be ruled out entirely but is thought by far less likely.   
 
The mild right hypogastric lymphadenomegaly is equivocal for reactive hyperplasia versus early 
metastatic disease. This lymph node is unfortunately difficult to reach for ultrasound guided or 
other fine needle aspiration and surgical resection of the lymph node along with surgery of the 
anal gland mass could be considered.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


