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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

history of wheezing, Audible cooing noise/nasal stertor, Referred upper airway sounds 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Lateral and open mouth ventrodorsal view of the head totaling 2 images available for review.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Mild diffuse increased soft tissue opacity appears to be present within the nasal cavities. There is no 
evidence of turbinate destruction, septal deviation, mass effect, or aggressive changes noted. The 
frontal sinuses appear normal and aerated.  

There is no evidence of a nasopharyngeal polyp or other nasopharyngeal soft tissue opacity. 

The tympanic bullae are normal in contour, wall thickness, and luminal opacity. The ear canals present 
no obvious abnormality.  

Normal alignment of the temporomandibular joints with smooth joint surfaces and even joint spaces is 
seen bilaterally.  

The patient has undergone full mouth extractions with expected remodeling of the alveolar bone.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild increased soft tissue opacity within the nasal cavities compatible with mucosal 
thickening, mild rhinitis, or retained secretions.  

• No radiographic evidence of destructive nasal disease.  
• Post-full mouth extraction changes without complications.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mild increase in nasal cavity soft tissue opacity is a nonspecific finding and can be seen in 
inflammatory rhinitis, mucus accumulation, and other nasal pathology. Given the history of stertor and 
referred upper airway noise, the radiographic findings may underrepresent early or functional upper 
airway disease.  CT and rhinoscopy with sampling and nasal flush can be considered if clinical signs 
persist or worsen.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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