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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

owner reports ADR O noticed last week P was eating less, P appetite somewhat returned on Thursday, 
followed by P vomiting once on Friday and Saturday 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Normal PE. CBC: WNL; CHEM: WNL. Pancreatic Lipase: 
Normal. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views of the abdomen totaling 3 images available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 

The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 

Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity.  The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position.  No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and lower 
urinary tract. 

The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 

The small intestine is turgid, and gas filled but not dilated. Intestinal diameter remains within expected 
limits. 

A region of granulated heterogeneous soft tissue opacity is present within the central abdomen in the 
position of the mesentery. The opacity is ill-defined and may represent summation of overlying small 
bowel loops, mesenteric lymph nodes, or other mesenteric structure. No evidence of focal mass 
effects, obstruction, or reduced serosal detail is noted. 

The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Gas filled but not dilated small intestine compatible with functional ileus. 
• Ill-defined mesenteric opacity indeterminate on radiographs. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The small intestine contains gas and appears mildly distended but does not meet criteria for 
mechanical ileus making and functional process more likely. 

The granulated mesenteric opacity may represent summation artifact, reactive mesenteric 
lymphadenopathy, or other mesenteric soft tissue change. Further definition by means of abdominal 
ultrasound is recommended for definitive evaluation of mesentery, gastrointestinal tract, and adjacent 
soft tissues in case of persisting clinical signs.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  

mailto:info@sonopath.com

