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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Presenting complaint or concern (brief) Soft Tissue Sarcoma sarcoma on the left side ventrally at the 
level of the 5-6th IC. Golf ball size. CT done for surgical planning and staging of thorax. Please list any 
current medications Panacur (recently), ketorolac ophthalmic prn 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        PE- small mass (see above) all else wnl CBC/Chem- wnl 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

A 16 x 55 x 22mm sized subcutaneous soft tissue attenuating mass is present on the left ventral thoracic 
wall level with the 4th – 6th intercostal spaces. Lesion margins are ill-defined with tendril like extensions 
into adjacent subcutaneous tissue. Nonuniform contrast enhancement is noted. There is no evidence of 
intrathoracic extension. 

A left sided axillary lipoma is noted. 

Mild left sided axillary lymphadenomegaly is seen.  

The sternal, cranial mediastinal and tracheobronchial lymph nodes are small elongated with a normal 
short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern are uniform and 
considered within normal limits. 

The cardiovascular structures including the pulmonary vasculature are within normal limits. 

No evidence of pulmonary nodules is noted. The left lung presents signs of transient atelectasis. 
Occasional osteomas are seen in the lung which are incidental findings.  

Mild left mainstem bronchial collapse is noted. 

Breed typical generalized tracheal hypoplasia is present.  

Small incidental gas pockets are seen within the esophageal lumen; there is no evidence of abnormal 
dilation. 

A 5mm sized calculus is seen in the gallbladder currently nonobstructive.  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Left ventral thoracic wall soft tissue sarcoma without evidence of thoracic cavity invasion. 
• No evidence of metastatic disease in the thorax. 
• Left sided axial lipoma. 
• Mild tracheal hypoplasia and mild left mainstem bronchial collapse. 
• Incidental gallbladder stone.  
• Mild left axillary lymphadenomegaly.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The imaging characteristics of the thoracic wall mass are consistent with a locally infiltrative soft tissue 
sarcoma. Lack of intrathoracic extension and absence of pulmonary nodules are favorable for surgical 
management, though wide margins may be challenging due to tendrilous spread. 
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The presence of mild left axillary lymphadenomegaly should be noted as well. The findings are 
suggesting reactive hyperplasia though early metastatic disease cannot be ruled out. FNA is 
recommended for further definition.  

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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