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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: Remy presented for follow-up after previous visit for trouble breathing; owners report no 
recent breathing issues at home. Owners state Remy has been eating well, playing, and acting 
normally, though he is thin and has lost muscle mass, particularly at the hips and rear end. Owners 
observed a couple of sneezes in the last two days, with some discharge noted when sneezing. No 
vomiting reported. Remy is not currently on any medications except for gabapentin, which was 
administered at 8:30 AM on the day of the visit to calm him. Remy is indoor only, but occasionally 
escapes outside briefly. Owners feed Remy whatever he wants, whenever he wants; no specific brand 
or amount mentioned. No other behavioral changes or health concerns reported by owners. Onset of 
Symptoms: Trouble breathing was first noted prior to the December 12th visit; sneezing occurred in 
the last two days. Progression of Symptoms: Owners report Remy has been acting normally since the 
last visit, with increased appetite and weight gain, but ongoing thinness and muscle loss. C/S/V/D 
(Coughing, Sneezing, Vomiting, or Diarrhea): Owners report a couple of sneezes with discharge in the 
last two days; no coughing, vomiting, or diarrhea reported.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        PE: Oral Cavity: Gingival hyperplasia of lower teeth.; 
Cardiovascular: Tachycardia on auscultation.; Musculoskeletal: Muscle wasting present over hips and 
rear limbs.; Chem: BUN 39; CBC: Neutrophils 10.30; Eosinophils 0.16; Feline Triple Snap negative; 
PTT 142;  

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN  

Plain and post contrast studies of the thorax and post contrast study of the abdomen are available for 
review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Thorax 

The bony and surrounding soft tissue structures are within normal limits. 

The sternal, cranial mediastinal and tracheobronchial lymph nodes are small elongated with a normal 
short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern are uniform and 
considered within normal limits. 

The cardiovascular structures including the pulmonary vasculature are within normal limits. 

A moderate generalized bronchial pattern is noted throughout the right and left lung. No focal 
consolidations or masses are identified. 

Small incidental gas pockets are seen within the esophageal lumen; there is no evidence of abnormal 
dilation. 

Abdomen 

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior.  There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion or 
peritonitis. 

Both kidneys present heterogeneous nephrogram and mild cortical infarcts. 

The adrenal glands are within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. 
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Both liver and spleen present with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating parenchyma and 
homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 

The pancreas presents mild generalized enlargement and nodular appearance. Mild dilation of the 
pancreatic duct with no evidence of obstruction is seen. The peripancreatic fat presents within normal 
limits.  

The position, delineation, wall and content of the gastrointestinal tract are considered within normal 
limits throughout. 

The bony and surrounding soft tissue structures reveal no abnormalities. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Moderate generalized bronchial lung pattern consistent with chronic small airway disease. 
• Suspect benign age related nodular hyperplasia of the pancreas. 
• Suspect chronic renal disease. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The bronchial pattern suggests mild chronic inflammatory airway changes such as with feline asthma/ 
allergic airway syndrome or less likely infectious bronchitis including viral, bacterial, parasitic, and 
protozoal. Further definition by means of airway endoscopy with airway sampling could be considered. 
Alternatively, a clinical trial of treatment for feline asthma can be attempted.  

The pancreatic changes are mild and may represent uncomplicated age related nodular hyperplasia. 
Chronic pancreatitis is a possible differential diagnosis. Correlation with the laboratory values 
recommended. 

The renal changes are subtle and suggest potential presence of chronic renal disease. Laboratory 
monitoring is recommended.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  

 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

