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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented for evaluation of limping on the right forelimb. Acute limping was noticed 2 days ago 
and still has a mild limp and decreased activity. No known trauma.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        The PE showed minimal to no limping in the clinic on 
the forelimbs, but there was some discomfort on extension and flexion of the elbows bilateral. 
Mild discomfort on hip extension and flexion bilateral.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOWS & PELVIS 
 
Mediolateral and craniocaudal views of both elbows and ventrodorsal and lateral views of the 
pelvis totaling 5 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Elbows 
 
The medial coronoid processes are well delineated and uniformly mineralized in both elbows. 
There is no evidence of subchondral bone defects or elbow incongruity. The periarticular margins 
are free of osteophytes.  
 
No evidence of shoulder osteochondritis is seen. 
 
Pelvis 
 
The femoral heads are small and present moderate dorsolateral subluxation. Femoral head 
coverage is reduced. The femoral head centers are lateral of the dorsal acetabular rim. Flattening 
of the craniolateral acetabular rim is seen as well as subchondral bone sclerosis.  
 
There is a moderate amount of circumferential femoral and caudolateral curvilinear femoral neck 
osteophytes in both coxofemoral joints. 
 
Please note the presence of redundant dorsal tracheal ligament. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• No evidence of elbow dysplasia. 

• Radiographically normal elbows. 

• Moderate bilateral canine hip dysplasia with early coxofemoral osteoarthritis.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals moderate bilateral hip dysplasia  with osteoarthritic changes of 
both coxofemoral joints. No evidence of elbow dysplasia or other osseous abnormality of the 
elbows is identified that would correlate with the patient’s clinical signs. Consider soft tissue 
trauma or inflammation a potential. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


