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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Coughing, gagging for 8 months.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        N/A 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 
Right and left lateral views of the thorax totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Two approximately 8.0 cm sized subcutaneous lipomas are seen in the ventral thoracic wall.  
 
The degree of pulmonary inflation is moderate.  
 
Mild inversion of the caudal sternum is seen. 
 
There is mild upper esophageal aerophagia. 
 
Course and width of the trachea are considered within normal limits. 
 
A moderate generalized bronchial lung pattern with regional honeycomb appearance in the 
caudal lung field is seen. There is a thin walled gas filled cavitary lesion of approximately 2.0 cm 
diameter in the cranial lung field. No evidence of mediastinal widening is seen. There is no 
evidence of pulmonary masses or nodules. Multiple age related incidental pulmonary osteomas 
are seen. Moderate multifocal cylindrical bronchiectasis is seen. 
 
The radiographic presentation of the cardiac silhouette is within normal limits. 
 
Gastric aerophagia is noted.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Chronic active lower airway pattern with multifocal bronchiectasis. 

• Thoracic wall lipomas. 

• Pulmonary bullae. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic findings are compatible with chronic lower airway disease. Presence of 
bronchiectasis underlines the chronicity and is typically associated with decreased mucociliary 
clearance rates which may predispose to recurrent superinfection or inflammation. General 
differential diagnosis includes eosinophilic bronchopneumopathy versus infectious bronchitis 
such as viral, bacterial, and less likely parasitic, or protozoal. Consider further definition by means 
of lower airway endoscopy with airway sampling. 

 
The bullae may well be a consequence of the chronic airway disease with interstitial 
scarring/decreased pulmonary compliance. They may increase the risk of spontaneous 
pneumothorax 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


