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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

history of melanoma 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views of the thorax totaling 3 images available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The left lung lobe shows regional increased opacity without significant volume increase. A mild 
generalized bronchial lung pattern is noted. There is no radiographic evidence of discrete pulmonary 
nodules or masses. 

The size and morphology of the cardiac silhouette are within normal limits. The VHS is 7.4. 

The trachea is normal in course and caliber. 

Mild esophageal aerophagia is noted.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Regional opacity in left cranial lung lobe likely peribronchial infiltrate or localized atelectasis.  
• Mild bronchial pattern consistent with mild chronic lower airway changes.  
• No discrete pulmonary nodules or masses detected. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Given the patient’s history of melanoma, consider follow up thoracic imaging such as radiographs or 
CT to monitor for metastatic disease if clinically indicated. The regional opacity should be correlated 
with clinical signs. Based on the radiographic impression, a peribronchial infiltrate or atelectatic 
changes are considered more likely than a neoplastic infiltrate. However, especially in the presence of 
clinical signs, further evaluation by means of thoracic CT and/or bronchoalveolar lavage may be 
warranted.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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