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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Cough and self barbaring responsive to steroids 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Pending 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal whole body views totaling 3 images available for review. Thoracic 
interpretation requested.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The cardiac silhouette is normal in size and shape. The VHS is 7 and within normal limits.  

A moderate generalized bronchial lung pattern is seen throughout the lung fields consistent with 
chronic airway inflammation. Tree-in-bud appearance is noted suggestive of small airway disease with 
mucus plugging and mild cylindrical bronchiectasis. The left cranial lung lobe shows atelectasis with 
associated volume loss and mediastinal shift. There is no evidence of abnormal mediastinal widening.  

The trachea is normal in course and caliber. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Moderate generalized bronchial lung pattern with tree-in-bud opacity compatible with 
chronic inflammatory airway disease such as asthma or chronic bronchitis.  

• Left cranial lung lobe atelectasis with mediastinal shift likely secondary to hypoventilation or 
mucus plugging.  

• Normal cardiac size. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The bronchial changes and tree-in-bud pattern correlate with the clinical history of coughing and 
steroid responsive self-barbering supporting chronic inflammatory airway disease. Atelectasis of the 
left cranial lung lobe may contribute to local hypoventilation and could be secondary to mucus 
plugging or airway obstruction. No evidence of primary cardiac disease or mass lesions is seen. 
Maintained airway clearance strategies and consider empirical management for allergic lower airway 
disease. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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