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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Presenting Complaint: Bailey presented with mass on tongue When did you first notice the problem? 
Husband first noticed it, unsure of how long it has been there Has Bailey had any previous history of 
this? None Does the patient have any underlying conditions?? None, however has had multiple 
surgeries on limbs. Has Bailey had any diagnostics or procedures None How has Bailey's appetite 
been? Great When did Bailey last eat? Last night Have you noticed any vomiting, diarrhea, urinary 
concerns, coughing, or any other abnormal signs? None reported If so, when did you first notice these? 
N/A Are you currently giving Bailey any medications or supplements? Monthly Adequan injections, 
Dasaquin SID at night, and fish oil in the morning. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

A 13 x 30 x 12mm sized ill-defined, soft tissue attenuating mass is present within the rostral third of 
the tongue to the right of the midline. The mass is heterogeneously contrast enhancing with indistinct 
margins blending into the surrounding lingual musculature. No intralesional mineralizations are seen. 
There are no destructive changes of the adjacent mandibular bones. No other masses are identified 
within the oral cavity.  

The right retropharyngeal lymph node is moderately enlarged with 25mm diameter. Contours are 
rounded and the node presents heterogeneous enhancement.  

The left retropharyngeal and mandibular lymph nodes are within normal limits. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Heterogeneously enhancing soft tissue mass of the right rostral tongue meeting neoplastic 
criteria. 

• Moderate right retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly meeting metastatic criteria. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT study reveals an ill-defined soft tissue mass of the right rostral tongue meeting neoplastic 
criteria. The mass is concerning for squamous cell carcinoma and less likely melanoma, fibrosarcoma, 
or inflammatory granuloma/traumatic scar.  

The right retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly is concerning for regional metastasis. Reactive 
hyperplasia cannot be excluded but is considered less likely.  

Definitive diagnosis requires biopsy of the mass and FNA of the right retropharyngeal lymph node. 
Consider thoracic staging as well. Treatment options depend on histopathology but may include 
surgical excision/partial glossectomy or radiative treatment.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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