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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Neck pain and limping since June 2025 Yelping when neck turned to the left proprioception, 
withdrawal and deep pain normal Improvement on Metacam, Gabapentin and Methocarbamol 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        No BW or U/A done Nothing obvious seen on radiographs 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE CERVICAL SPINE 

Lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 3 images available for review.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The C4/5 intervertebral disc space is mildly narrowed compared with the adjacent disc spaces. 
Endplates appear intact. No obvious mineralized disc material is seen in the spinal canal. 

The remaining intervertebral disc spaces appear to be preserved.  

Atlas and axis appear normal in size, shape, and alignment.  

No subluxation, fractures, or malformations are identified. 

The C3 through C7 vertebral alignment is generally normal.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild narrowing of C4/5 intervertebral disc space suggestive of intervertebral disc disease. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The narrowed C4/5 disc space may correspond clinically to cervical disc disease. Disc narrowing can 
sometimes correlate with uncomplicated degenerative disc disease or compressive or noncompressive 
disc herniation. Clinical improvement with anti-inflammatory and muscle relaxant therapy supports a 
mild noncompressive cervical pathology. However, given persistent pain or a suspicion for disc 
herniation, advanced imaging such as CT or MRI may be considered for a more detailed evaluation of 
the spinal cord and disc material as well as to rule out differential diagnoses.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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