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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Presented as dropped weight, loss of muscle mass, has palpable fluid wave. Bloods show 
significant elevation of liver parameters, u/s show free fluid and poss bladder abnormality. 

 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Plain and post contrast studies available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
There is a moderate amount of peritoneal effusion. 
 
The kidneys present within normal limits. The urinary bladder is moderately distended. A mild 
amount of mineral attenuating material is seen in the urinary bladder level with the 
vesicourethral junction.  
 
Moderate enlargement of the prostate with heterogeneous contrast enhancement and multiple 
small parenchymal cysts are seen. The prostate measures 3.0 x 3.2 x 3.7 cm. 
 
Mild bilaterally symmetric medial iliac lymphadenomegaly is noted. 
 
The liver is relatively small in size with nodular appearance of the liver contours and moderate 
diffuse parenchymal enhancement. The course of the extrahepatic portal vein is tortuous. The 
gallbladder is moderately distended with uniformly fluid attenuating material. The gallbladder 
wall is even and thin. No obvious extrahepatic shunt vessels are seen. 
 
The gastric wall presents mild generalized thickening.  
 
Mild generalized enlargement of the pancreas is seen.  

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Diffuse parenchymal hepatopathy with small liver size and nodular appearance. 

• Moderate peritoneal effusion. 

• Urinary bladder microlithiasis.  

• Prostatopathy with prostatomegaly and multicystic appearance.   

• Mild bilateral medial iliac lymphadenomegaly.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT findings are suggestive for chronic diffuse hepatopathy such as chronic hepatitis, fibrosis, 
regenerative nodules, or cirrhosis. A neoplastic infiltrate is thought very unlikely based on the CT 
findings. There appears to be potential for portal hypertension even though at this point acquired 
shunts cannot be identified. 
 
The gastric wall thickening, and pancreatic enlargement may well represent edema secondary to 
congestion; however, gastritis and pancreatitis cannot be ruled out.  
 
The prostatic changes may reflect prostatitis or benign hyperplasia with intraprostatic cysts. 
Neoplasia is thought unlikely. Further definition by means of parenchymal sampling could be 



 

 

PATIENT 

Jock Horsell 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Schnauzer 

SEX 

Male 

AGE 

11 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Adelaide Plains 
Veterinary Surgery 

REFERRING VET 

John Katakasi 

  INVOICE 

48758 

DATE 

12-1-21 

considered. 
 
The lymph node changes of the medial iliac lymph nodes are likely to reflect reactive hyperplasia. 
Metastatic disease is thought unlikely.  
 
Consider aspiration and analysis of the abdominal fluid and after ensuring appropriate 
coagulation, parenchymal sampling of the liver could be considered for further definition as well.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


