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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Sneezing fits and nasal discharge for 3-4 weeks. Initially, the discharge was green and mucoid, 
sometimes with blood, but it has progressed to clear serous discharge with antibiotic treatment. 
Mocha's breathing is louder during sleep, but there is no respiratory distress or increased abdominal 
effort. The OS has increased tear production and occasional swelling of the third eyelid. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 
 
Plain and post contrast studies are available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry. The grey and white matter 
distinction and the neuroparenchyma attenuation are as expected. The distribution of contrast 
enhancement is within normal limits throughout the parenchyma and meninges.  The ventricular 
system is non-dilated and within the limits of the expected volume and symmetry.  
 
Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone surfaces 
and are considered within normal limits. 
 
Both tympanic bullae are aerated, the mucosal lining is not seen, the bony wall is smooth and thin. 
The external auditory meatuses present within normal limits. 
 
The salivary glands present within normal limits.  
 
The visible dentition is within normal limits. 
 
Mild soft tissue attenuation and mucosal thickening is present within the left nasal cavity. The right 
nasal cavity is minimally affected, left more prominent than right. There is no evidence of turbinate 
destruction or bone lysis identified. No evidence of foreign material or soft tissue mass is seen. 
 
The paranasal sinuses appear normal without evidence of sinusitis.  
 
The eyes and retrobulbar spaces are normal in size, shape and attenuation. The retrobulbar soft 
tissues are unremarkable bilaterally. No orbital masses are identified. The bony orbits are intact.  
 
Minimal enlargement of the left retropharyngeal lymph node is seen. 
 
The submandibular lymph nodes present with a normal limit. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 
• Non-destructive rhinitis with left-sided predominance.  
• No evidence of sinusitis, turbinate destruction or mass lesions or foreign material. 
• Normal CT presentation of the globes and retrobulbar tissues.  
• Mild left retropharyngeal lymphadenopathy, likely reactive 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
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The CT findings are consistent with chronic allergic or infectious rhinitis given the absence of bone 
or turbinate destruction. Bacterial or viral infection as well as allergic or irritant / idiopathic rhinitis 
are possible underlying causes. The findings are neither typical for lymphoplasmacytic rhinitis nor for 
fungal rhinitis. Secondary bacterial infection may have been the cause of green /mucoid discharge 
but has resolved with antibiotics. 
 
Mild reactive lymphadenopathy may correspond to local inflammation. The third eyelid and 
increased lacrimation may be secondary to nasal irritation rather than primary ocular disease. 
Structural changes of the eye and orbit are not seen. 
 
Consider medical management as well as rhinitis with sampling for further definition and 
ophthalmologic evaluation if not performed already. 
 
 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
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Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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