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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
O STATES FOR THE LAST WEEK BUT HAS BEEN DEFICATING SMALL AMOUNTS. P 
POSTURING OUTSIDE BUT NOT MUCH/NOTHING AT ALL IS COMING OUT. P HAS HAD A 
DECREASED APPETITE AS WELL FOR THE LAST WEEK. P WILL EAT TABLE FOOD BUT NOT 
HER DOG FOOD. P NOT WANTING TO GO ON HER REGULAR WALKS EITHER Physical 
Examination Key -- (N= Normal, A= Abnormal) Hydration: Appropriately hydrated Mentation: 
BAR EENT: No nasal discharge; clear no discharge OU; clean no exudate AU; No cough on 
tracheal palpation. Oral Cavity: heavy dental tartar present, gingival recession Lymph Nodes: 
Symmetrical, no changes in size, shape, consistency Skin: Good hair coat, no signs of 
ectoparasites. No lesions noted. CV/Respiratory: grade III/VI murmur, no arrhythmia or 
crackles/wheezing auscultated. Synchronous pulses, normal rate. Normal bronchovesicular 
sounds. Abd/GI: Tense non painful abdomen, no organomegaly, no abnormalities on abdominal 
palpation Uro/Perineum: blood tinged pus coming from vulva ? Musculoskeletal: Ambulatory x4. 
BCS 6/9 Neurological: Appropriate Fecal: 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 2 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The patient is mildly obese. 
 
Multiple tubular soft tissue opacities are seen within the caudal and mid abdomen superimposed 
onto the urinary bladder and intestines. Part of the tubular structures appear to be situated 
between the descending colon and urinary bladder with extension into the pelvic inlet. No 
evidence of reduced serosal detail is noted. 
 
There is mild generalized enlargement of the liver with slightly rounded lobar margins. 
 
Only a small amount of fecal material is present within the colon. 
 
Multiple spondyloses and reduced intervertebral disc space width is seen throughout the caudal 
thoracic and entire lumbar spine. 
 
Moderate to severe coxofemoral joint osteoarthritis is seen. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Uterine enlargement with bilaterally symmetric presentation of enlarged uterus horns. 

• Mild hepatomegaly. 

• Multiple spondyloses with evidence of intervertebral disc disease. 

• Bilateral coxofemoral joint osteoarthritis. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic findings are highly suggestive for hydrometra such as pyometra or other. 
Uterine or ovarian neoplasia as well as uterine torsion cannot be ruled out entirely but are 
thought by far less likely based on the radiographic presentation. There is no evidence of 
concurrent peritonitis at the time of the radiographic study. 
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Differential diagnosis for the hepatomegaly includes metabolic/endocrine hepatopathy. Diffuse 
inflammatory neoplastic infiltrates cannot be ruled out entirely.  
 
Consider surgical exploration. Surgery may be preceded by an abdominal ultrasound and 
abdominal screening for a more detailed assessment of the underlying cause of the uterine 
enlargement, associated cystic endometrial hyperplasia, and other abdominal changes.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


